and vinerinine showed that in them the peaks of the alicyclic part of the molecule a r e similar, and the peaks of the f r a g m e n t s of the oxindole part differ by 14 ainu. In the NMR s p e c t r u m (taken on a J'NM-4H-100/100 MHz instrument in CDC13, HMDS as internal standard, 5 scale) of the b a s e there a r e signals f r o m the protons of C H -CH 3 (1.34 ppm, doublet, J = 6 Hz; 4.50 ppm, J = 1 0 Hz), Ar--OCH 3 (3.56 ppm, singlet), and COOCH 3 (3.77 ppm, singlet). In the weak-field region t h e r e a r e a one-proton singlet f r o m an olefinic proton (7.47 ppm) and a two-proton quadruplet at 6.50 ppm, J = 8 Hz and 6.70 ppm, J = 8 Hz, corresponding to the ortho protons of an a r o m a t i c ring.
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The facts given and the phenolic p r o p e r t i e s of the b a s e permitted the assumption that vinerinine is a monodemethyl derivative of majdine and there are two probable "formulas for it -(I) or (Ia) ! R=OCH 3 R~ = OH lrl 8.=OH R~,OCH 3
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